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Abstract

Lectotypes of Dioscorea glabra Roxb. var. hastifolia Prain & Burkill and D. glabra Roxb. var. tenuifolia Prain & 
Burkill are designated here. 

Introduction

Prain and Burkill (1914) described six varieties of Dioscorea glabra Roxb. Among these varieties, D. glabra var. 
hastifolia Prain & Burkill is endemic to Andaman Islands and was described based on collections made by 
Rogers from Rutland, South Andaman, and D. glabra var. tenuifolia Prain & Burkill was described from Burma 
(Myanmar). As part of systematic studies on the genus Dioscorea L. in India, original material of D. glabra 
var. hastifolia were located at CAL (3 specimens) and K (1 specimen), all collected by Rogers, and bearing the 
collection number ‘278.’ Prain and Burkill (1914) did not assign a holotype in the protologue. Therefore, all 
these four specimens are here considered syntypes. Furthermore, these authors did not cite in which herbaria 
these specimens were deposited. In December 1983, A.H.M. Jayasuriya annotated the specimen housed at the 
herbarium at the Royal Botanic Garden Kew (K000098219) as the holotype of D. glabra var. hastifolia. Hoque 
and Mukherjee (1999) raised D. glabra var. hastifolia to specific rank and gave a new name D. serpenticola 
Hoque & P.K. Mukh. because ‘D. hastifolia’ at the rank of species would have become a later homonym of 
D. hastifolia Nees in J.G.C. Lehmann, Plantae Preissianae 2: 33 (1848). They have designated “South Andaman, 
Rutland, 19. v. 1904, C.G. Rogers 278” at CAL as ‘holotype’; however, there is no annotation by the authors on 
any of those three sheets available at CAL. Furthermore, it is not clear which herbarium sheet was considered 
by them as ‘holotype’. 

Dioscorea glabra var. tenuifolia was described based on collections made by Kurz from Pegu, Yomah (Kurz 2631! 
three specimens) and by Burkill from Katha, Burma [Myanmar] (Burkill 22656! one specimen). All of these 
specimens are housed at CAL. The specimens collected by Kurz bear the name as ‘D. glabra var. angustifolia’ 
on sheets, but this varietal name was never published. In the protologue, Prain and Burkill did not designate 
a holotype nor did they mention the name of herbarium where the specimens were housed. Therefore, a 
lectotype is designated here for D. glabra var. tenuifolia and D. glabra var. hastifolia, which also typifies the name 
D. serpenticola Hoque & P.K.Mukh., in accordance with Article 9.2 of the Melbourne Code (McNeill et al. 2012) 
from among the syntypes.
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Fig. 1. Lectotype of Dioscorea glabra Roxb. var. hastifolia Prain & Burkill (=D. serpenticola Hoque & P.K. Mukh. Rogers 278 
(K000098219 image!) © The Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Reproduced with the consent of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew
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Fig. 2. Lectotype of Dioscorea glabra Roxb. var. tenuifolia Prain & Burkill, Kurz 2631 (CAL0000024775!)
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Nomenclature

Dioscorea serpenticola Hoque & P.K.Mukh., Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 99(2): 371 (2002).

Dioscorea glabra Roxb. var. hastifolia Prain & Burkill, Journal and Proceeding of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 10: 
37 (1914), non Dioscorea hastifolia Nees, in J.G.C. Lehmann, Plantae Preissianae 2: 33 (1848).

Lectotype (designated here): South Andaman, Rutland, 19 May 1904, Rogers 278 (K000098219, image!); 
isolecto: CAL!

Dioscorea glabra Roxb. var. tenuifolia Prain & Burkill, Journal and Proceeding of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 
10: 37 (1914).

Lectotype (designated here): [Myanmar] Burma, Pegu Yomah, E. and W. slopes, 23 Feb 1871, Kurz 2631 
(CAL0000024775!).

Residual syntype: [Myanmar] Burma, Katha, Burkill R.E.P. 22656 (CAL!)
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